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holds both the bat and the ball. He throws the
ball and strikes it high into the air for the field
to catch. The boy who succeeds in making the
catch claims his turn to bat
Another popular game is a kind of prisoner's
base, played with a captain on each side. The
ancient art of single-stick is taught; and also
wrestling. Small boys play a game with marbles,
using a smooth surface much after the fashion of
English boys. Tamarind seeds are used like
knuckle-bones. The polished surface of the seeds
make the game more difficult than with bones as
the pips slip off the back of the hand more easily
than bones.
Women and girls never join in the village games,
nor do they go to the bull-fights. They may look
on frorrf a distance and turn admiring glances on
the young men as they dance by moonlight in the
village street; but there is no mixing of the sexes
or joining in the active games.
The girls have a dance of their own. It is not
like the nautch, and cannot rightly be called a
dance, being more like the physical drill introduced
into kindergarten schools. The players clap their
hands or strike short rods together to keep time,
as they step in unison with a bending of the body